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Thank you Mr. Chairman.

At the outset and as this is the first time my delegation is taking the floor, I would
like to take this opportunity to congratulate you and the other new members of
the Bureau on your election.

Israel thanks:
•  The Under-Secretary-General for General Assembly and Conference

Management, Mr. Tegegnework Gettu, for introducing the reports of the
Secretary General on Pattern of Conferences;

•  The Chair of the ACABQ, Mr. Pavel Chernikov, for introducing his
Committee's report; and,

•  The Chair of the Committee on Conferences, Mr. Yotam Goren, for
presenting the Committee on Conferences report.

Mr. Chairman,

Many important issues were discussed during the last session of the Committee
on Conferences. My delegation strongly believes that one issue in particular, the
request to make Yom Kippur an official UN holiday, can serve to further our
shared vision of tolerance and mutual respect.

Yom Kippur or "The Day of Atonement" is the holiest day of the Jewish faith. On
this day, millions of Jews living in 120 member states, fast and spend the day
contemplating how to advance peace and understanding between peoples. The
day's messages of compassion and reconciliation are universal values shared by
all peoples, nations, and faiths and are echoed in the charter of this very
institution.

In keeping with the United Nation's core principles of religious tolerance, peace
and cooperation, the Permanent Representatives of 32 Member states,
representing over 900 million people, from all five regional groups, submitted to
the Committee of Conferences, a signed letter of support for the recognition of
Yom Kippur as an official UN holiday. This letter was officially circulated as
document A JAG.172/2014/3

Adding Yom Kippur to the UN calendar will send a strong message of tolerance,
acceptance and unity from this committee to the global community.

Mr. Chairman,



In biblical times, the Day of Atonement was proclaimed by the blasting of
trumpets. Thousands of years later, this committee has the opportunity to be the
proverbial trumpet that sounds the recognition of Yom Kippur as an official UN
Holiday.

As this issue is member state driven, by precedent and practice, my delegation
looks forward to a robust debate in good faith on the technical aspects of the
request, as well as, the implementation process.

Mr. Chairman,

I appreciate the opportunity to make this statement alongside a diverse group of
member states that have already shown their support for this initiative. My
delegation hopes that the members of this committee come to a consensus
decision on Yom Kippur and recognize this important day as an official UN
holiday.

Thank You.




